If                    HINBTT COLONIES IN THE FAR EAST
original homes* To mention briefly only a few of the many tradi-
tions, there is first the story of a Bengali prince Vijaya, colonising
the island of Ceylon. Secondly, the foundation of Ligor is ascribed
by tradition to a descendant of Asoka who fled from Magadha,
embarked & vessel at Dantapura and was wrecked on the coast of
the Malaya Peninsula. There is also the story preserved in the
diTtmicfes of Java, that the Hindus from Kalinga coast colonised the
iskud. Similar traditions of colonists from Kling or Kalinga country
are preserved in many other islands. Thirdly, according to tradi-
tions current among the people of Pegu, Indian colonists from the
country of the lower courses of the rivers Krishna and Godavari,
had at a remote time crossed the sea, and formed settlements in the
delta of the Irawadi and on the adjoining coast. Lastly there is
the story preserved in the chronicles of Java that the island was
first colonised by a Gujarat prince who landed there in 75 A.D.
The exact correspondence of colonial traditions with the evidence
derived from Indian source leads to the hypothesis that generally
the Indian colonists proceeding by sea to the East and South,
started from the four centres mentioned above, viz. Tamralipti in
the cost of Bengal, Gapalpur in ancient Kalinga, the three unidenti-
fied harbours near Masulipatam, and Broach.
In addition to the sea-route described above the Indian colonists
also proceeded to the East and South-East by land-route through
Eastern Bengal, Manipur and Assam.   We learn from the Chinese
texts that at least as early as the second century B.C. there was a
regular trade-route by land between Bengal  and China through
Upper Burma and Yunnan.   Through this route the Indians came
and established their colonies not only in Burma, but also in the
mountainous  regions of the  upper  valleys of the  Chindwin,  the
Irawadi, the Salween, the Mekong and the Red River as far as
Yunnan, which was known by its Indian name Gandhara even as
late as the 18th century A.D.   We know the Chinese names of
several of these kingdoms.   To the east of the hill ranges bordering
Manipur  and Assam  there was  the Hindu  kingdom of Ta-tsin.
About  150  miles  further  east,  beyond  the   Chindwin  river,   was
another Hindu kingdom just to the north of the town of Ngan-si.
In Yunnan itself was the kingdom of Nan-chao or Ta]i and a local
tradition regards a son of the great Indian Emperor Asoka as having
founded the colony.   The whole of Upper Burma was colonised by
the Indians who established kingdoms at Prome, Pagan, Tagaung,
and various other places, many of which still retain their old Indian
saines with slight alterations.   Thejre are indications that similar
Hmd!u  kingdoms   existed   in   Laos,* in   Central  Indo-China.   The
colonists  who  proceeded  by   sea  established   many  kingdoms  in